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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 29, 30 7 31, 34, 35, 44, 45, 46, 49, 50, 59, 60, 62, 67, 68, 72, and 73 
as follows; 



29. A method tor presenting records to a user, comprising the steps of: 

(a) [determining a user characteristic of] receiving an input from the user; 

(b) defining a set of records selected from an electronic database b ased on a 
classification of information therewithin and the user input: 

(c) detemrinmg economic parameters for [each of the set of] records in the set: and 

(d) presenting the set of records j ointly o ptimized based on the determined economic 
parameters and [the defined user characteristic] a model -based correspondence between selected 
records and the user input. 



30. The method according to claim 29, wherein the user i nput [ characteristic] 
comprises health in formation. 

3 1 . The method according to claim 29, wherein the user inpuL[characteristic] 
comprises a nutritional status. . - - 

34. The method according to claim 29, wherein said presenting comprises outputting 
a sorted list of the set of records having an order dependent on the determined economic 
parameters and the [defined user characteristic] model based corresp ondence. 



Received from < 914 949 3416" > at 7/15/02 8:45:17 PM [Eastern Daylight Timef 




15 Jul 2682 



8!37PM Mi IdeHof f bergHackl in FAX! 914 949 



PAGE 



5 OF 



16 



35. The method according to claim 29, wherein the [user characteristic comprises a 



44. A method for presenting records to a user, comprising the steps of: 

(a) determining a user [relevant] relevance p arameter; 

(b) defining a set of records from an electronic database b ased on a classification of 
the information therewithin and the user relevance parameter: 

(c) determining economic parameters for [each of the set of] definedr ecords; and 

(d) presenting the set of records optimized based on both t he determined economic 
parameters and a statistical correspondence between selected records and t he determined user, 
relevance parameter. 

45. The method according to claim 44, wherein the user relevance parameter 
[characteristic] comprises health information. 

46. The method according to claim 44, wherein the user relevance parameter 
[characteristic] comprises a nutritional status. 

49. The method according to claim 44, wherein said presenting step c omprises 
outputting a sorted list of the set of records having an order dependent on the determined 
economic parameters and the defined user characteristic. 

50, The method according to claim 44, wherein the user relevance p arameter 
09/400,649 - 3 - 



population grouping] i nput comprises a semantic expression. 
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[characteristic] comprises a population grouping. 



59. A method for outputting a set of records, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a specification [from the user] for a class of information relating to a 
plurality of records, said plurality of records having associated economic parameters; 

(b) determining a [relevance parameter] model-based correspo ndence between a 
respective record and the received specification: and 

(c) j ointly o ptimizing a [presented ranking] presentation o f the respective records 
based on both t he economic parameters and the [relevance parameter] determined, 
correspondence. 

60. The method according to claim 59, wherein the [defined user characteristic 
comprises a population grouping] correspondence is determined by a statistical model. 



62. The method according to claim 59, further comprising the steps of providing a 
plurality of relevance profiles, and selecting a relevance profile to define the model [ relevance 
parameter] 



67. A method of producing a ranked set of results for a user inquiry, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) [determining a set of characteristics for a class of users; 

(b) classifying a user with respect to the class based on a user characteristic; 

(c) ] receiving an inquiry from the user; 

09/400,649 - 4 - 
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[(d)] (b)_ producing a set of responses to the inquiry, at least one response having an 
associated economic parameter; and 

[(e)] (ci_ optimally r anking [a] thejset of [query results] responses using a statistical 
model b ased on both t he [set of characteristics] user inquiry a nd theeconomic parameter, 

68. The method according to claim 67, [further comprising providing a plurality of 
classes, wherein said classifying step comprises classifying the user within a single class] 
wherein the inquiry comprises a semantic expression. 

72. The method according to claim 67, wherein the [user characteristic i$ defined by 
the user] ranking is based on a correspondence be t ween a content of a record an d the inquiry. 

73. The method according to claim 67, wherein the inquiry is based on an 
automat ical ly determined u ser characteristic [is determined automatically]. 
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CLEAN COPY OF ALL PENDING CLAIMS, AS AMENDED HEREIN 



r ^ 29. A method for presenting records to a user, Comprising the steps of: 

V (a) receiving an input from the user; 



(b) defining a set of records selected from ah electronic database based on a 
classification of information therewithin and the user Input; 

(c) determining economic parameters fotf records in the set; and 

(d) presenting the set of records jointly /optimized based on the determined economic 
parameters and a model-based correspondence between selected records and the user input. 

30. Hie method according to clain/ 29, wherein the user input comprises health 
information. 

3 1 . The method according to cjflaim 29, wherein the user input comprises a nutritional 

status. 

32. The method according/o claim 29, wherein each record corresponds to a 
respective nutritional supplement. 

33. The method according to claim 32, wherein the economic parameters correspond 
to a cost of a respective nutritional supplement. 

34. The method according to claim 29, wherein said presenting comprises outputting 
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^ uXN-^ a sorted list of the set of records having an order depen lent on the determined economic 



X 



parameters and the model based correspondence. 



35. The method according to claim 29, whe: 



expression. 



ein the input comprises a semantic 



36. The method according to claim 29, farther comprising the steps of determining a 
risk tolerance of the user and further optimizing th^f presented set of records based on the 
determined risk tolerance. 

37. The method according to claim 29, further comprising the steps of receiving 
feedback from the user relating to the presented/set of records and re-optimizing the presented set 
of records to generate a revised presented set of records. 

38. The method according to claim 29, further comprising the steps of providing a 
plurality of optimization procedures and selecting at least one of the optimization procedures for 
optimizing a presented set of records for the user. 

39. The method according to fclaim 29, further comprising the step of transacting a 
sale of at least one presented set of records with the person. 

40. The method according to claim 39, wherein said sale comprises an electronic data 
transmission between a client system and a server system. 
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41 * ^ meth ° d accordirLg t0 claim 4 ° 5 wher ^ the electr0ttic data transmission 
between the client system and the server system is earned over the Internet. 

42. A computer readable medium having recorded thereon a series of computer 
implemented instructions for controlling a compter to execute the method according to claim 
29. 



43. The medium according to claim 42, further comprising the steps of generating a 
graphic user interface and interacting withAhe user through the graphic user interface. 

44. A method for presentin^records to a user, comprising the steps of: 

(a) determining a user relevance parameter; 

(b) defining a set of records from an electronic database based on a classification of 
the information therewithin and the/user relevance parameter; 

(c) determining economic parameters for defined records; and 

(d) presenting the set/of records optimized based on both the determined economic 
parameters and a statistical correspondence between selected records and the determined user 
relevance parameter. 



45. The method According to claim 44, wherein the user relevance parameter 
comprises health information. 
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46. The method according to claim 44, wherein the ujfer relevance parameter 
comprises a nutritional status. 



47. The method according to claim 44, wherein/each record corresponds to a 
respective nutritional supplement. 



( 48. The method according to claim 47, wtyferein the economic parameters correspond 

to a cost of a respective nutritional supplement. 



49. The method according to claim 44, wherein said presenting step comprises 
outputting a sorted list of the set of records having an order dependent on the determined 
economic parameters and the defined user characteristic. 

50. The method according to cl/im 44, wherein the user relevance parameter 
comprises a population grouping. 

51. The method according tf> claim 44, further comprising the steps of determining a 
risk tolerance of the user and further Optimizing the presented set of records based on the 
determined risk tolerance. 



52. The method acconfing to claim 44, further comprising the steps of receiving 
feedback from the user relating 4> the presented set of records and re-optimizing the presented set 
of records to generate a revised/presented set of records. 
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53 " 7110 method accordin § lo claim 44 * fiW 61 " comprising the steps of providing a 
plurality of optimization procedures and selecting at Ijfeast one of the optimization procedures for 
optimizing a presented set of records for the user. 

54. The method according to claim 44, prther comprising the step of transacting a 
(, sale of at least one presented set of records with me person. 

55. The method according to claim 54, wherein said sale comprises an electronic data 
transmission between a client system and a server system. 

56. The method according to claim 55, wherein the electronic data transmission 
between the client system and the server system is carried over the Internet. 

57. A computer readable mediiin having recorded thereon a series of computer 
implemented instructions for controlling p, computer to execute the method according to claim 
44. 

58. The medium according to claim 57, further comprising the steps of generating a 
graphic user interface and interacting with the user through the graphic user interface. 

59. A method for outdutting a set of records, comprising the steps of: 
(a) receiving a specification for a class of information relating to a plurality of 

09/400,649 -11 - 
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S W^^N recor ds, said plurality of records having associated economic parameters; 

(b) determining a model-based correspondence between a respective record and the 
received specification; and 

(c) jointly optimizing a presentation of thrf respective records based on both the 
economic parameters and the determined correspondence. 

60. The method according to claim 55jf, wherein the correspondence is determined by a 
statistical model. 

IS 61 . The method according to clainy 59, further comprising the steps of providing a 

plurality of optimization procedures and selecting at least one of the optimization procedures for 
optimizing a presented set of records for thd user. 

62. The method according to alaim 59 7 further comprising the steps of providing a 
plurality of relevance profiles, and selecting a relevance profile to define the model. 

63. The method according^? claim 59, further comprising the step of transacting a 
sale of at least one record with the us 



64. The method accordmg to claim 59, further comprising the steps of providing a 
client terminal having an interface for the user, providing a server for receiving information from 
the user and generating the presented ranked records, and communicating between the client 
terminal and server over a computer network. 
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S V V\"> 65 . A computer readable medium having rccordedtfhereon a series of computer 

/ 

implemented instructions for controlling a computer to exedite the method according to claim 



59. 



66- The medium according to claim 65, further comprising the steps of generating a 
graphic user interface and interacting with the person through the graphic user interface. 

67. A method of producing a ranked set of results for a user inquiry, comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) receiving an inquiry from the user; 

(b) producing a set of responses to the jfnquiry, at least one response having an 
associated economic parameter; and 

(c) optimally ranking the set of responses using a statistical model based on both the 
user inquiry and the economic parameter. 

68. The method according to clayin 67, wherein the inquiry comprises a semantic 
expression. 



69. The method according id claim 67, wherein the economic parameter comprises a 



price. 



70. The method accordii/g to claim 67, wherein the ranking gives preference to 
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relevant and economically feasible results. 



71. The method according to claim 67, wher/rfn the economic parameter is defined for 
the user. 

72. The method according to claim 67, wherein the ranking is based on a 
correspondence between a content of a rocord and the inquiry. 

73. The method according to claim 67, wherein the inquiry is based on an 
automatically determined uaer characteristic. 
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